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L. Soviet Zore Population Queries,
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Guestlicns currently asked by many people in the Soviet Zone
concerning the polisiss of the GIR government and the Soviet Unien
inelude the following:

%o Why s it difficult to procure potatosa in the GIR, and
wny are potatoss exporded o an agricultural country like Poland?
hy is 8o much of the land "given to Poland by the GDR" unculti-
vated?

h. Why can industrial pquducts such as radlos, watches, bi-
sycles, and silver be obtained nggy ¥y at the HO stares?

¢o Why has the amnegty for young persons who were sentencsd

in 1945 as HSDAP members, announced by Wilhelm Pleck on October 7,
3951, not yet tsen implomented?

de lﬂﬁét ig rtha feéirmeaning of the slogan "Defend the Psace
with Wespons in Hand"?

G, WUy wars there no organized relief mezsures for the vietins
of the Po River floed last winter, when there had been such assig-
tenee for the “fightars for freedom® in Korea?

fo Why <id the Scvist Unicn invade Poland in 19397 The pros-
ant foreign policy of the Soviet Union is frequently termed "red
lmperlalism® in view of post-war Eussian activities in Finland,

e
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+he Baltlc srea, and Bessarabla. i
ge Vhy i:;a there no evidence ef an intereat on the part of the

155R 4n %Gﬁfs}?maxypaopl@ ,,, %0 matoh the frlendship being stimulated

in the G0 for the Soviets? 1
h. Why cre the Gsrman war dead not honored?
Dihar points of widespread interest o the Soviet Zona popula-

sion ars the dlstribution of gazoline, poitate procurement, the dis-

weitmtdon of butier and the cuits in slechric power.

50X1-HUM

2. Guide for FDJ Propagandists:

se At the district school for FDJ officials at Pasia, near
neriin, one of the courses currently being pressnted is entitied
mareuments of the Enemy®. It is designed to scquaint students with
guesticns most frequently asked of CGIR propagandiste, and to arm
4hem wl.th approved answers. The questicns and angwers provide a
rlue bota to the main points of friction between the GDR population
apd its wolers, and to Communist reascning when faced with embars
vasaing questions.

Ten main sources of popular dissatisfaction are dealt with
in the cource: +the GDR election policy, the Volkspollzel, the BG
state-owined retall storas, the wranium mines, the Oder-Nolsse boungd-
ary, the better ztendards of living in West Berlin even for the un-
employaé; the Activist movement in induatry, ‘the naticnalized planta,
the high cost of living, and the need for "ebensraun®to the East.
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Typical arguments and recommended answers as presented in

the coursa ars summarized below,

{1) The OIR Election Policy Arguments: Why were the olec-

tiong (held in Oetober 1950) deferred so lonz? The SED does not
repregent the massez. The Volksrat (from - nich the ODR legislature wus
formed in November 1949) wag not empowered 0 elect a government.
Answers Holding the electicns earlier would have endangered the
execution of the economic plan and delayed the raising of the live

ing standard. Deferring the elections until October 1950 gave the
government a chance to teke the necessary steps to save the Germen

people and to carry out a practical construction program. The Volks-—

rat was elscted by an impressive mejority in May 19hk9, and hence had
the wlghi to form a government.

L{"ﬁotex The guastion of the legality of the single\-\-liatﬁ. October 1950
alecticns 1s not discussed althouph it is evident f}gm %%this and
other reports that large sectiong cf the population éra aware that
the elections were a fraud./

{2) The Volkspolizei Arguments: The police is an unnsces-

sarily large armed force for which the people must pay taxes. Why
do the police have such rigid discipline and order?

Angwor: The Volkspolizei is reerulted from the workers and hernce

defends their intereats. It fights against warmongers and sabo=-
teurs and preserves the peaceful and democratic reconstruction of

the GDR. It must be strong in order tc defend the peace.

SECRET CONTROL
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' {3) 7The Uranium Mines Argumenits: Wismuth A.G. (the Soviet~

controlled wranium-mining company) produces for war, Werkers
are foreed to work in the uvrardum mines for the benafit of the
Rugzians and wnder pooy conditlions.

Answer: Because the wranium ors goss %o the Russiang, the uraniwm

mines strsngihan the peace camp. Conditions have been improved,
labor is now plentiful, and there is no longer any need for forsed
recruliting.

(4) The Oder-Veisse Bordsr Arguments: Russis gave the

area east of the border to Poland in sxchange for part of Poland.
Yhy do we agree bo the Oder--Neisse line and protest foreign control
of the Saar snd Ruhr?

Answers The Oder~Neisse llre waz first proposed by the Weatern
Powxers at Foitadam, over the odjecticns of the USSR, Whan the West
roalizod that Poland was developing democratically, it danounced

the border. The GDR, howsver, recognizee tie Qder-Neisse line as

& Ypeace bordsr", because anything which strengthens Poland strsngth-
ang the "peace cemp”. The Ruhr and Saasr, on the other hand, ars

baing exploited by the West as arsenals f{or a new war.

{5) Onemployment in West Berlin Arguments: Ar ursmployed

worker in West Berlin lives batter with his 21 DM (West) support
than & worker in Esst Berlin. Unemployment in West Berlin is the
rasuld of the "Husalan blockade". Unemployment compensaticn in

Eaat Rerlin is too low.

“E(J'tﬁ i("‘ ;)tw
f"h“ ” (' f!!-r,,’!,? o' b
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Answor: The West Berlin unemployed cannot pay their rent and
gas bllls. They stand befors full shop-windows and can buy nothe
ing. Unsaployment in YWest Berlin is = éhronic condition and in-
creages dally. Anyons capable of warking can find employment in
Eest Berlin.

(6) The Activist Movemsnt Apgumsnts: The activist move-

mont is dlave~driving, Payment on the basis of production (Leietungs-
ilcim) is the same as piece-work wages. Why is there no activist
movenant in private lndustry?

Answer: The activisl movemsnt is the way to increase production

by the introducticn of new and rational working methods. The worker
in a nationslizad plan lmows that his work raises his own living
standardg; hence his own capacity for work is raised. In private
plante, on the other hand, the workers are being exploited.

(7) Removal of Food Subsidies Arguments: Why are the

orices fer food always highsr, although they are redused in the HOs,
where tha workers camnot afford to buy?
Answers The funds previously used for feod subsidies will now be
put into the "peace economy", thereby raising thae living standard.
The warkers? living standards have been raised so much in the GIR
that small increases in food prices are unimportant. Price reduce
tions in the HO enabls larger segments of the working population
%o buy there.

b, While the course doss nob represent a high theoretical

SelkET (OniROL
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lovel, it does conatitute an sxcellent example of the methoda of
sommandet propagandizing: auppreasion‘or distortion cf unpalatable
facts -~ e.g., the Qctober elections, the USSR's support of the
Oder-Neisse line -- together with an attempt te establish a system
of unchallengeable postulates: e.g., a4 gun in the hands of a
worker 18 an ingtrument of peace anything with benefits the USSR
or 1ta orbit automatically means psace; the GDR government always
kngwa bzat. A% the same time the subjects chosen for treatment
glve an indication of the chief difficulties facing GIR propagan~

diste - difficulties which adroit western propaganda can increass.

3. NDP Lowsr Echelon Deviations,

A recent NOP investligation ¢f its leadership in several communi-

ties indlcates that opposition +to the policies of the GDH govern-
mont and the SED iz being openly expregsed in these areas; and that
lower schelon NDP functicnaries are refusing to implement party
policy that SED functiopnaries are final aunthorities on NDP party
mattors. The following instances of unsatisfactory attitudes, dis-
closed by the investigation, are probably fairly typical of lowsr
echelon functionaries in the GUR generally.

a.' The NOP is openly compebting with the SED in recruiting
workers for tho party, and, in gows cases, attempt® to recruit SED
membars . WP functicnaries under investigatlon expressed

prids in the increased representation of the workmg class in the

rnr Fada cordl
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party, aud stated they would contlous to recruit these persons,
especially in the nationalized plants. These functionaries ex-
plained that since the party was founded, it had attempted to
represent the interests of all the people, and that it had never
refused to admit persons bacause they were workers., Other func-
tionapies candidly stated that the politles of the SED were not
in the interest of the working population.

(Originally founded to attract former professional soldiers
and membors of the Nazl party, the NDP last year expanded its re=
orulting efforts to include artisans and white collar werkers.
NDP leaders announced at the party congress last June, however,
that it had n& jintention of competing with the SED for labor mem-
bers.)

b. Desplte directives atating that the NDP will remain sub-~
servient to the SED, NDP functicnaries refuse to consult local
SED leadership bvefore making decisicns, and refuse tc reapect the
right of that party to reject NDP repressntatives to joint com-
mittee meetings which they consider too "bourgeois". (Co-ordina-
tion of NDP-SED party work is supposed to take place through weekly
meetings of NDP funotionaries with SED Kreis Secretaries.)

¢, HDP functicnaries under investigation consider continued
participation cf the party in the Democratic Bloc uselsss; since
all decisions taken are determined by the SED, Further dissatis~
faction with the servile status of the party is indlcated by the

complaint that the NDP party program 18 chiefly execution of the

J-.\th G d s
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propagande program of the National Front.

d. NDP functlonaries note that although the party progrim
callas for continued sxistence of the middls c¢lass, small manufac-
urars, privats ratail buginegenen, and artisens are being forced
out of existeren. The same persons charge that equality of all
citizens; praranteed in the GIR constitution,is contlmually vio-
lated by the existance of groups auch as government administrative
pergonnel and persons connocted with the judiciary who receive
ssonomic privileges.

The dissatisfaction of NDP lower schelons with SED domination
and the tendency of NDP members to become "bourgeois® have attracted
the attention bafore of NDP party headquarters. More stringent
eéwx*ect;ive moasures will includs increased supsrvision by party
headquarters of all lower echelons, detalled investigations of the
pelitical reliability of commnity level functionaries, and strong

emphasis on party schooling of all funciicnarles and new recrults.

50X1-HUM
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Lo Problems of GDR Farmera:

dissatisfaction of farmers thers with the government policy of
sotting delivery quotas in the face of conditicns which make it

imposaible to £1ll the quotas. The follewing probleme are

L T
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most presaing:

a. The continuous depsrture of agricultural workers from
their jobs iz affecting privetely-owned as well as natlonalized
farma. Even working late & night and cn Sundays many farmers
have not been abls to fill their quotas cr complete fall plow-
ing, and have found 1% necessary to decrease the acreage under
cultivation on their farms.

b. Other factors responsible for the fact that fall plowing
was no% completed includs an acute shortegs of gasoline and oil
for tractors and plows, and the fact that these machines could
not be uged at &1l during much of the bad fall weather because the
machine lending staticns lacked chelns and spare parts.

c. ‘The fzrmers do noh understaud vhy quotas for 1652 have
tzon ralsed again sinecs i951 quotae could not be filled and
agricultural conditions ars so discouraging that many farmers are

abandoning their land altogether.

50X1-HUM
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1. Soviet Zone Population Queries,
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Guesticns currently asksd by many people in the Sovist Zona
goncerning the polisles of the GDR government and the Soviet Uniom
inelude the foliowing:

2, Why is it difficult to procure potatoss in the GIR, and
wWay are putaboss axporied to an agricultural country like Poland?
Ty is sc much of the landé "given to Poland by the GDR" uncultl-
vated?

b, %hy can industrial products such as radios, watches, bi-
aycles, and silver be obtained only at the HO stores?

c. “hy has the amnesty for young persons »ho were sen‘c.enced
in 19&5 as ISDAP members, announced by Wilhelm Pleck on October Ty
1951, nob yet been implemented?

d. That is the real msaning of the slogan "Defend the Peace
with Weapons in Hand"?

@, WThy were thers no organized relief measures for ths victiuws
of the Po Hiver flood last winter, when there had basen such assig-
tanse for the "iighters for freedom” in Korea?

f. Uhy did the Soviet Union invade Poland in 19397 The pres—
ant foreign policy of ths Soviet Union is frequently termed "red
imperialisu” in view of post-mwar Hussian activitiss in Finland,

Iy P
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whe Baltic ares, and Pessarabla.

2. Why is there no evidence of an intersst on the part of the
38R in the German peopls, to match the frisndship being stimulated
ip the G for the Soviets?

h. %Thy are the German war dead nqt honored?

Dther points of widespread interest to the Soviet Zone popula-
rien are tho dlstribution of gasolins, potato procursment, the dis-
smitmticn of bubber and the cuis in eleciric power.

50X1-HUM

2, Ouide for FDJ Propagandists:

s, Ab the district school for FLJ officlsls &t Paehz, near
Poriin, one of the courses currently bsing presented is entitled
warguments of the Enemy®. 1t is designed te acquaint students with
questicnz most frequently asked of GIR propegandiste, and to arm
them wl th approved angwers. The questicns and answers provide &
slue both to the main points of friction between the GIR population
and its rulers, and to Communis® reascning when faced with embar-
rassing quesiions.

Fen main sources of popular dissatisfnetion are dealt with
in the courss: the CGIR glection policy, the Volkspolizel, the HQ
state-ownsd retail stores, the aranium mines, the Oder-Neisse bound--
‘ary, the t.)ett/er stendards of living in Weat Berlin even for the un-
amployed, the Activiét movement in induetry, the naticralized plants,

the high cost of living, and the need for "lebensraum'to the East.
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Typleal arpuments and reccmmended ansvers as pregented in

the course srs summarized helow.

Y

{1) Tho GIR Blsction Policy Arguments: Why were the elec-

tions (held in Cetobsr 1950) deferred so lonz? The SED does not
repregent the massen. The Velkarat {(frow ~hich the ODR legislature was
formed in November 1949) was not empowersd o elect a governmant .
Angwars Holding the electicns earlier would have endangered the

i axecution of the economic plan and delayed the raising of the 1ive

| ing af;andardn Deferring the elections until October 1950 gave the

governmeny a chance to take the necessary steps to save the Germen

! people and to carry out a practical construction program. The Volks-

rat was elected by an impressive majority in May 1949, and hence had
the ight to form a government.

n/:ﬁote: The question of the legality of the single=list October 1950
electicns is not discussed although it is evident from this and
other reports that la\rge sections of the population are aware that

the elections were a fraud, 7’

{(2) The Volkspolizel Arguments: The police i3 an unnecesg-

sarily large armed force for which the paople must pay taxes. Why
do the police have gsuch rigid discipline and ordar?

Angwers The Volkspolizei is recruited from the workers and hence

defends their interests. It fights against warmongers and gsabo-
teurs and pressrves the peaceful and democratic reconstruction of
the GIR. It must be strong in order to defend the peace,
2CRET CONTROL
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{3) The Uranium Wines rguments: Wismuth A.G. {the Soviet~

coﬁtrolled uranium-mining company) produces for Ware Workers
are forced to werk in the uranium mines for the wenaiit of the
Russians znd under poor cenditions.

Angver: Becsause the uranium ore goss bo the Russians, the uranium
mines strengihen the peace camp. Conditions have bgen improved,
labor is now plentiful, and there is no longer any need for forced
roeruiting.

{}). The Oder-Neisse Berder Arguments: Russia gavs the

area east of s border to‘Poland in exchangs for part of Poland.
Why do we agres to the Oder-Neisse line and protest foreign control
of the Saar snd Ruhr?

Answer: The Oder-tielsse llne was first proposed by the Westsrn
Powers at Potsdam, over the objecticns cf the USSR, When the Weat
realiged that Poland was dsveloping democratically, it denounced

the bordsr. he GDR, howsver, recognizes the Oder-Helsse lins as

2 "psace hordsr', vecause anything which strengthens Polard strength-
ons the “peace camp". The Ruhr and Saar, on the other hand, are

heing exploited by the West as arsenals for A new war.

{%) Unemployment in West Berlin Arguments: An unemployed

worker in West Berlin lives batter with hls 21 DM (West) support
than & worker in East Berlin. Unemployment in West Berlin is the
result of the "Russian blockade". Unemployment compensaticn ian

Fast DBerlin is too low.
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Angver: The West Berlin unemployed cannot pay thelr rent and
gaz bills. They stand befors full shop-windows and can by nothe
ing. Unemployment in Yest Berlin is a chronic condltion end in-
crpases Gally. Anyone capable of working can.find emplovment in
East Berlin.

{6) The Activist Movemeni Apguments: The activist move-

went is dlsve-driving, Payment on the basis of production (Leistungs-
ichn) is the same as pisce-work wages. Why is there no activist
movement in private induatry?

Answers ' The aetivist movement is the way to increase production

by the introducticn of new and rational working methods. The worker
in a nationalized plan knows that his work raises his own llving
standerdss hence his own capacity for work is raised. In privais
plants, on the other hand, the workers are being explolted.

(7) Removal of Food Sutsidies Arguments: Why are the

prices for foocd always higher, although they are reduced in the HOs 5
where the workers cannot afford to buy?
Angwer: The funds previocusly used for food subsidies will now be
put into the “peace economy®, thereby raising the 1iving standard.
The werkers® living standards have bteen raised so much in the GIR
that small increases in food prices are unimportant. Prics réduc«-
tions in ths HO enabis larger sogments of the working population
%o buy there.
b, While the course does not represent a high thsoretical
SECRET COUNTROL
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level, it does constitute an excellent example of the methods of
comminist propagandizing: suppressicn or distortion cf unpalatable
facts -~ e.g2.; the October elections, the U3SR's support of the
Oder-leismse lins «— together with an attempt to establish a systenm
of unchallengeable postulates: e.g., a gun 1in the hands of a
worker 18 an instrument of peacej; anyithing with benefits the USSR
or 1ta orbit automatically means peacej the GIR government always
knows best. AL the same time the subjects chosen for treatment
give an indication of the chief difficulties facing GDR propagan-

diates -- difficulties which adroit western propaganda can increase.

50X1-HUM
3. NDP Lower Echelon Deviaticns.

A recent NDP investigation ¢f its leadership in several communi-
ties indicates that oprosition +to the policies of the GIR govern-—
ment and the SED is beling openly expressed in these areas, and that
lowar echelon NDP functicnaries are refusing to implement party
poldcy that SED functionaries are final authorities on NDP party
matters. The following instances of ﬁnsati.sfact.ory attitudes, dis~
closed by the investigation, are probably fairly typical of lower
achelon functionaries in the GDR generally,

a. The NDP is openly competing with the SED in recruiting
workers for thws party, snd,; in some cases, attempt$ to recruit SED
members . NDP functionaries under investigation exﬁressed

pride in the increased representation of the working class in the
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partys‘and stated they would continus to recruit these perasons,
sgpecially in the nationalized plants. These functicnarlea ex-
plained that since the party was founded, it had attempted to
represent the intereasts of all the pecple, and that 1t had never
refused to admit perscns because they were workers., OCther fune-
tiocnaries candidly stated that the polidiss of the SED were not
in the intorest of the working population,

{Originally founded to atiract former professional soldlers
and members of tha Nazi party, the NDP last year expanded its re=
erulting efforts to include artisans and white collar workers.
YDP leaders announced at the party congress last June, however;
that it had no intention of competing with the SED for labor mem-
bors.)

bo Desplhe directives stating thai the NDP will remain sub-
servient to the SED, NDP functicnaries refuse to consult local
SFED leadership before making decisicns, and refuse to respect the
right of that party to reject NDP representatives to jeint com-
rittoe meetings which they consider too "bourgeois®. V(COwordina-
tion of NDP-SED party werk is supposed to take place thrcugh weekly
meetings of NDP functionaries with SED Kreis Secretaries.)

3. NDP functicnaries under investigation ccnsider continued
participation cf the party in the Democratlc Bloc uselsss, since
all decisions taken are determined by the SED. Further dissatis-
faction with the servile status of the party is indicated by the
complaint that the NDP party program is chiefly execution of the

RNl iy ?’;"?{_i?g‘}ﬂ[
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propaganda program of the National Front.

d. NDP functionaries note that although the party program
calls for continued existence of the middle class, small manufac-
urers, private retall businessmen, and artisane are being forced
out of existencs. The same persons charge that equallty of all
citizens, guaranteed in the GDR congtitutiongis continually vio-
iated by the wxlatence of groups such as government administrative
personnel and persons connected with ths judiciary who receive
sacnomic privileges. |

The dissatisfection of NDF lower echelons with SED domination
and the tendency cf NDP members to bacome "bourgecis" have attracted
the attention bafore of NDP party headquarters. More stringent
corrective measures will include increased supervision by party
headquarterg of all lower echelons, datalled investigations of the
pelitical reliability of commnity level functionaries, and strong

vmphasis on party schooling of all functionaries and new recruits.

50X1-HUM

4o Problems of GDR Farmers:

50X1-HUM

dissatisfection of farmers therc with the government policy of

getting delivery quotas in the face of conditicns which make it

impoasible to ill the quotas. The following problems are
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most pressing:

&. The continuous depsrture of agricultural workers from
thair jobs is affecting privately.ownsd as wall as nationalized
farms. Even working late & night and on Sundays mamy farmers
have not been sble to £111 their quotas or complete fall plovw-
ing, and have found it necsssary to decrunse the acreage under
cultivation on their farms.

bol Other factors responsible for the fact that fall plowing
wos nod compicted include an acute shortage of gasoling and oil
for tractors and plows, and the fact that theme machinss could
not be uged ab all during much of the bad £all weather bascause the
machine lending atéticnﬁ lacked chains and spare parts.

¢« The farmers do not understand why quotas for 1952 have
been railssd asain since 1951 quotas could not be filled and
agricultural conditions are so discouraging that many farmers are

abandoning their land altogether.

50X1-HUM
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